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19 Red Flags to Watch Out For When Buying a
Home

S0, the listing makes the house sound like a steal and the property is stunning in person—but

wait. Before you rush into anything you may regret, watch out for the following signs of trouble

ahead.

By Glenda Taylor @ o 0 @

Buyer Beware 120

During an open house, prospective buyers try to get a sense of how well a house

will fit their need<: Nnecg it have enniinh hedronnme? I the kitchen larne enniinh?
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more than just suit a list of requirements. It also has to be in good shape. To help
prospective buyers determine the condition of a property, the standard listing
contract includes a disclosure form where the seller is supposed to list all the
known defects of the house. The seller may not, however, be aware of all the
defects, and some sellers may intentionally omit problems, hoping you won't
notice them. To avoid unexpected repair costs, click through to learn about some

common red flags that should make you think twice before you buy.

Photo: istockphoto.com

Doors That Won't Close 2/20

https://www.bobvila.com/slideshow/19-red-flags-to-watch-out-for-when-buying-a-home-53080 2/20


http://istockphoto.com/
https://pr.ybp.yahoo.com/cj/cd/9hVWJ9-WuL7dfk0zgjXhl18wRRu4jhFqoMKIp9S_9a5QwQ_rhcAvOjoVqoDqanjI8gV7e2klP9eqTE7ByVj9j_1QrhnbUMksuP9ukTZ8XCmv_grwmbq6D59kdsd_QW6jLnUN71BEn12yodhEq5DmiU35kTMPQcoPuVTeOvUllhc0u2ekjTBcdTLjl1l7Zm_2KC2_haa-W5ZTe0Zx2TPkXl8y8R-yBqWc0DylLximqIynQlouQ-QQS8qzTOKk-CQp8UsFJG_h9JBY27iY-hWy328O_AU0BO2qeJAFq2-Qaag/rurl/https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu6i2V3wDPNjwtdSXm6KKdo4u1KrlYhj7br4bMnfRYl8XHS9stEPPnz7szUxBG79C5qGUiou7oKF1oIsHK8OeIGx-mDCydePcVM5UTZlpaY1PsrA3epSGaBUU6xTOkHTA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBK458RVKQe4EAE&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.raid.com/en-us/products/raid-ant-and-roach-killer-26%3Fa_open%3D131a8a7b-752f-411c-8c43-df83dd5e7138,59bf465a-d5ff-4c28-97d0-6980b601d016,669fe37b-eb01-4f8d-b90f-c7c921422ed7
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html

6/29/2021 19 Red Flags to Watch Out For When Buying a Home - Bob Vila
the door frame is now out of square. In some instances, the homeowners may

have cut a bit off the top or bottom of the door to get it to close. So, if you notice a
door with a little trimmed off the top or bottom, beware: The door may shut

properly, but the problem that led to the shifting still exists.
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Virtually all poured concrete foundations will crack at one time or another, but
hairline cracks are not an indication of a problem. If a crack is wider than 1/2 inch,
however, it's a good idea to have a foundation contractor examine the area. This
also holds true for cracks that appear to have been recently patched. Large cracks

can indicate an unstable foundation.
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Most mold isn't of the scary toxic variety like, for instance, Stachybotrys, but
inhaling any type of mold spores can contribute to respiratory symptoms,
headaches, and other illnesses, and the presence of mold may indicate a problem
with the house. If you smell mold, check beneath sinks, around windows, and in
basements and crawl spaces for leaks. If a leak has been going on for a long time,
construction materials, including wood members, drywall, and carpets may need

to be replaced.
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The presence of live termites can throw a house contract into jeopardy, so it pays
to recognize the signs before making an offer. One telltale indication is small piles
of tiny brown droppings on a floor near a wall. Other signs include a hollow sound
when you knock on a wood surface and the presence of mud tubes on a
foundation. Termites are subterranean, so they construct tiny tunnels of mud
along foundations and walls to protect them from sunlight as they travel back and

forth between the wood they're munching and their below-ground nests.
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Water and construction materials don't mix. The trickle of water from a leaky roof
or window can over time rot away structural wood members. If water stains are
yellowish or brownish, they may be evidence of a plumbing problem on an upper
floor. Until you know where a leak is coming from and how much damage it's

caused, don't make an offer.

Related: A Flipper's Top 10 Tips for Increasing Home Value
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No matter how quaint and cozy the house, if the ceiling sags, it's a red flag. A
saggy ceiling—even if the sag is only slight—can be the result of roof leaks,
structural movement that's causing the ceiling drywall to work loose from the
ceiling joists, or an insect infestation that's eating away at the joists. Whatever the

cause, fixing it could be expensive.
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DIY Additions 8/20

File this one squarely in the realm of “buyer beware!” While many homeowners
are capable of making repairs around the house, few have sufficient knowledge
and skills to construct an addition that meets building codes. If the homeowner
built an addition without oversight from the local building authority, it could

contain structural, wiring, and plumbing defects.
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Not all fresh paint indicates a problem. In fact, sellers often roll a new coat of paint
on the walls before listing their homes. You should question fresh paint, however,
when it seems out of place, such as when only one wall in a room has been
painted. Spot painting could indicate that the seller is trying to cover up a defect

on the wall, such as a water stain.
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Strong Air Fresheners 10/20

If you're immediately assailed by the strong scent of air freshener when you walk
into a house, or if essential oil diffusers are steaming away in every room, this
could indicate that the homeowner is trying to cloak the smell of something else,
such as carpeting that's saturated with pet urine or mold that's growing beneath
the sink. If you're interested in the house, ask for a second showing and request

that the seller not use air freshener before you arrive.
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Everyone’'s Selling /20

As real estate agents are fond of saying, the most important factor in buying a
house is “location, location, location.” If many nearby homes are up for sale, this
could be an indication of a problem with the location, such as a rising crime rate or
a proposed landfill in the area. Make neighborhood sleuthing a reqular part of your

house-hunting.

Related: Rental Regret: What Real Homeowners Wish They'd Known Before

Renting Out Their Properties
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To keep water away from the foundation wall, a yard should have a minimum 2
percent grade away from the house. Drive by the house you like after a rain. If you
find puddles of standing water, the yard may have a drainage problem. Puddles
near the foundation are the most concerning, because water that drains along a

foundation wall can leak into a basement through the smallest crack.
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From outside the house, look at the underside of the roof eaves (the soffits). You
should see one or more vents—these are intake vents. Additional exhaust vents
should be located along the ridge of the roof, on the face of the roof near the
ridge, or at the top of a gable wall. Without adequate ventilation, an attic can
become blazingly hot during summer, which can lead to damage of the roof

sheathing (decking) and the shingles themselves.
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The average furnace lasts 15 to 18 years, and the average AC unit lasts around 10 to
12 years. As heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) units approach the
end of their useful lives, they're less efficient than they once were. As a result,
you'll pay higher utility costs to run them, and they may not heat or cool the house
effectively. There's also the chance that one or both of them will quit working

entirely, and you'll be left with the cost of replacing them.
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Shingle Problems 15/20

Replacing a roof is an expensive proposition: A new roof can cost $6,000 to
$20,000 or more, depending on the size of the roof and the type of roofing
materials, so it pays to check out the roof carefully. Shingles that curl up at the
corners, missing shingles, cracked shingles, or exposed nail heads are all signs

that the roof might need to be replaced. A roofing contractor will know for sure.
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As-Is Properties 16/20

There's a good reason why some sellers list their homes “As Is”: They simply don't
want to deal with problems that could be uncovered during a professional
inspection. They're basically telling you that if problems exist, they won't pay to fix
them. You can still have the home inspected—and you should—but if the
inspector finds termites, mold, or other problems and you still choose to buy the

house, all repair costs come out of your wallet.

Photo: istockphoto.com

House Has Been on the Market for 17/20
a Long Time
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Many factors can affect the amount of time a house is on the market before it sells,
but according to real estate guru Zillow, the average time from listing to close is
68 days. Talk to a real estate agent about the average time in your community, but
in general beware of a house that's been on the market for months, or years. It

could very well have hidden problems that could be expensive to repair.
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Bargain-Basement Price 18/20

When a house is priced far below market value, find out why before you rush to
make an offer. You won't be getting an amazing deal if the septic system backs up
the day you move in, filling your shower with raw sewage. Houses that are priced

very low often have problems that will be expensive to repair. Take the time to hire
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For Sale By Owner 19/20

The prospect of saving a few thousand dollars in agent commissions by buying a
for-sale-by-owner (FSBO) home is enticing, but you could end up with more
trouble than you bargained for. Real estate transactions are complex, and without
an agent to guide you through the steps, you could end up with a house that has
serious problems with either the structure or the deed. At the very least, consult

with a real estate attorney before making an offer on a FSBO.

Photo: istockphoto.com

Sloping Floors 20/20

https://www.bobvila.com/slideshow/19-red-flags-to-watch-out-for-when-buying-a-home-53080 16/20


http://istockphoto.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CGurQH_nZYJ-OHqLlzgXbwbOIDLrgq6FjvuKM6_YNgsm785MOEAEgsbTMdGDJ_riLwKS8EKAB05aE1QLIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgSdAk_QejJMN5k-ZnfVjVFEg16Y-of6GVGog6p_RvBZAYZChxz_Ffgoysol5QahC7KrJ1shFLdDI5egyKb1o5xIlbb8GkCWhqO22kBjVal2lmBqd2rj2iOR352UaMMbc3YMENxuVVn2F7GkO6glSxTjpL-NjPoAmtD3VSWF7OInQahDQg-qB2iv3ReITc0cf9YgtbyZLZITG0HUH7XfvzMjBMG7GiFdTM5SzHW8YBD9qICkoxeript0p1D5Zk10ucm6bFAHz5kDnJ3T1I0DCYRhhlHAJi22Qh46RT83oqaBOhoY502qSTnOFWCoLcERPCI3syYRqn2K9ZBkp7UJh6Pr-Pn5Ip3xZImjv85xJ97sptdMKeIou9rUyCr3L6tWjMAE-eHEzs8D4AQBoAY3gAeV6fuqAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiIYRABGB2xCWqR-eo7EWTWgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0I6dBfvNU7_OB5y8WcT3caWKxmzw&client=ca-pub-9629478125243535&nb=9&adurl=https://buybowlsparkle.com/home/toiletcleaner2.php%3Ftour%3Dsdh87yfdb87t4ydh78eyybyy8fygeryfhe8rfcbner8wcgfhrebvcgn%26rvng%3Dsudthf768457h6d85gbrwufreygf7binseyrgb7tfu%26affId%3DC7E4B652%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dsmart_rvng%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI35nDjOC68QIVorKzCh3b4AzBEAEYASAAEgKmsfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CGurQH_nZYJ-OHqLlzgXbwbOIDLrgq6FjvuKM6_YNgsm785MOEAEgsbTMdGDJ_riLwKS8EKAB05aE1QLIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgSdAk_QejJMN5k-ZnfVjVFEg16Y-of6GVGog6p_RvBZAYZChxz_Ffgoysol5QahC7KrJ1shFLdDI5egyKb1o5xIlbb8GkCWhqO22kBjVal2lmBqd2rj2iOR352UaMMbc3YMENxuVVn2F7GkO6glSxTjpL-NjPoAmtD3VSWF7OInQahDQg-qB2iv3ReITc0cf9YgtbyZLZITG0HUH7XfvzMjBMG7GiFdTM5SzHW8YBD9qICkoxeript0p1D5Zk10ucm6bFAHz5kDnJ3T1I0DCYRhhlHAJi22Qh46RT83oqaBOhoY502qSTnOFWCoLcERPCI3syYRqn2K9ZBkp7UJh6Pr-Pn5Ip3xZImjv85xJ97sptdMKeIou9rUyCr3L6tWjMAE-eHEzs8D4AQBoAY3gAeV6fuqAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiIYRABGB2xCWqR-eo7EWTWgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0I6dBfvNU7_OB5y8WcT3caWKxmzw&client=ca-pub-9629478125243535&nb=0&adurl=https://buybowlsparkle.com/home/toiletcleaner2.php%3Ftour%3Dsdh87yfdb87t4ydh78eyybyy8fygeryfhe8rfcbner8wcgfhrebvcgn%26rvng%3Dsudthf768457h6d85gbrwufreygf7binseyrgb7tfu%26affId%3DC7E4B652%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dsmart_rvng%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI35nDjOC68QIVorKzCh3b4AzBEAEYASAAEgKmsfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CGurQH_nZYJ-OHqLlzgXbwbOIDLrgq6FjvuKM6_YNgsm785MOEAEgsbTMdGDJ_riLwKS8EKAB05aE1QLIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgSdAk_QejJMN5k-ZnfVjVFEg16Y-of6GVGog6p_RvBZAYZChxz_Ffgoysol5QahC7KrJ1shFLdDI5egyKb1o5xIlbb8GkCWhqO22kBjVal2lmBqd2rj2iOR352UaMMbc3YMENxuVVn2F7GkO6glSxTjpL-NjPoAmtD3VSWF7OInQahDQg-qB2iv3ReITc0cf9YgtbyZLZITG0HUH7XfvzMjBMG7GiFdTM5SzHW8YBD9qICkoxeript0p1D5Zk10ucm6bFAHz5kDnJ3T1I0DCYRhhlHAJi22Qh46RT83oqaBOhoY502qSTnOFWCoLcERPCI3syYRqn2K9ZBkp7UJh6Pr-Pn5Ip3xZImjv85xJ97sptdMKeIou9rUyCr3L6tWjMAE-eHEzs8D4AQBoAY3gAeV6fuqAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiIYRABGB2xCWqR-eo7EWTWgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0I6dBfvNU7_OB5y8WcT3caWKxmzw&client=ca-pub-9629478125243535&nb=8&adurl=https://buybowlsparkle.com/home/toiletcleaner2.php%3Ftour%3Dsdh87yfdb87t4ydh78eyybyy8fygeryfhe8rfcbner8wcgfhrebvcgn%26rvng%3Dsudthf768457h6d85gbrwufreygf7binseyrgb7tfu%26affId%3DC7E4B652%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dsmart_rvng%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI35nDjOC68QIVorKzCh3b4AzBEAEYASAAEgKmsfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CGurQH_nZYJ-OHqLlzgXbwbOIDLrgq6FjvuKM6_YNgsm785MOEAEgsbTMdGDJ_riLwKS8EKAB05aE1QLIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgSdAk_QejJMN5k-ZnfVjVFEg16Y-of6GVGog6p_RvBZAYZChxz_Ffgoysol5QahC7KrJ1shFLdDI5egyKb1o5xIlbb8GkCWhqO22kBjVal2lmBqd2rj2iOR352UaMMbc3YMENxuVVn2F7GkO6glSxTjpL-NjPoAmtD3VSWF7OInQahDQg-qB2iv3ReITc0cf9YgtbyZLZITG0HUH7XfvzMjBMG7GiFdTM5SzHW8YBD9qICkoxeript0p1D5Zk10ucm6bFAHz5kDnJ3T1I0DCYRhhlHAJi22Qh46RT83oqaBOhoY502qSTnOFWCoLcERPCI3syYRqn2K9ZBkp7UJh6Pr-Pn5Ip3xZImjv85xJ97sptdMKeIou9rUyCr3L6tWjMAE-eHEzs8D4AQBoAY3gAeV6fuqAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiIYRABGB2xCWqR-eo7EWTWgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0I6dBfvNU7_OB5y8WcT3caWKxmzw&client=ca-pub-9629478125243535&nb=8&adurl=https://buybowlsparkle.com/home/toiletcleaner2.php%3Ftour%3Dsdh87yfdb87t4ydh78eyybyy8fygeryfhe8rfcbner8wcgfhrebvcgn%26rvng%3Dsudthf768457h6d85gbrwufreygf7binseyrgb7tfu%26affId%3DC7E4B652%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dsmart_rvng%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI35nDjOC68QIVorKzCh3b4AzBEAEYASAAEgKmsfD_BwE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CGurQH_nZYJ-OHqLlzgXbwbOIDLrgq6FjvuKM6_YNgsm785MOEAEgsbTMdGDJ_riLwKS8EKAB05aE1QLIAQbgAgCoAwHIA5sEqgSdAk_QejJMN5k-ZnfVjVFEg16Y-of6GVGog6p_RvBZAYZChxz_Ffgoysol5QahC7KrJ1shFLdDI5egyKb1o5xIlbb8GkCWhqO22kBjVal2lmBqd2rj2iOR352UaMMbc3YMENxuVVn2F7GkO6glSxTjpL-NjPoAmtD3VSWF7OInQahDQg-qB2iv3ReITc0cf9YgtbyZLZITG0HUH7XfvzMjBMG7GiFdTM5SzHW8YBD9qICkoxeript0p1D5Zk10ucm6bFAHz5kDnJ3T1I0DCYRhhlHAJi22Qh46RT83oqaBOhoY502qSTnOFWCoLcERPCI3syYRqn2K9ZBkp7UJh6Pr-Pn5Ip3xZImjv85xJ97sptdMKeIou9rUyCr3L6tWjMAE-eHEzs8D4AQBoAY3gAeV6fuqAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiIYRABGB2xCWqR-eo7EWTWgAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMM0BUBmBYB-BYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&sig=AOD64_0I6dBfvNU7_OB5y8WcT3caWKxmzw&client=ca-pub-9629478125243535&nb=1&adurl=https://buybowlsparkle.com/home/toiletcleaner2.php%3Ftour%3Dsdh87yfdb87t4ydh78eyybyy8fygeryfhe8rfcbner8wcgfhrebvcgn%26rvng%3Dsudthf768457h6d85gbrwufreygf7binseyrgb7tfu%26affId%3DC7E4B652%26c1%3Dus%26c2%3Dsmart_rvng%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMI35nDjOC68QIVorKzCh3b4AzBEAEYASAAEgKmsfD_BwE
http://istockphoto.com/
http://info.yahoo.com/privacy/us/yahoo/relevantads.html

6/29/2021 19 Red Flags to Watch Out For When Buying a Home - Bob Vila

Normal settling can cause floors to be slightly out of level, but if the slope is
noticeable, it could be related to a foundation problem, broken floor joists, or
rotted support beams. Structural problems can cost thousands of dollars to repair,
SO it pays to have a structural engineer take a look at the home if one or more of

the floors are sloping.
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Get the help you need for the home you want—sign up for the Bob Vila newsletter
today!

Disclosure: BobVila.com participates in the Amazon Services LLC Associates Program, an
affiliate advertising program designed to provide a means for publishers to earn fees by linking to
Amazon.com and affiliated sites.
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